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3rd June 2015.

Re: Support for the Status of Marriage.
To the Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP
Revered Father,
We find it risible that you seek the support of the Hindu clergy in the matter of the status of
Marriage. The marriage bill proposed by Bill Shorten is about equality under the law for ALL
citizens regardless of gender.
Does the Catholic Church, or any Christian Church for that matter, consider Hindus to be the
spiritual equals of Christians?
Does not the Catholic Church teach that there is no salvation outside of the Church and that all
Hindus are therefore sinners condemned to eternal damnation for being idolaters and pagans and for
rejecting the vicarious sacrifice of Jesus? The Church has been in spiritual conflict with Hindus for
the passed 1000 years sowing dissent and denigration why should we support your divisive causes
now? Perhaps you should rather be seeking to treat us as equals and to cease and desist from all
attempts at conversion first.
We Hindus believe that all sentient beings are sparks of the Divine Light and that all are entitled to
equal treatment, love and compassion. People should be allowed to love whoever they wish to love
and to formally commit to each other and to live in joy and happiness with all the rights and
protections under the law that the majority enjoy.
The religious are the minority in this country, why should we seek to force our prejudices on the
majority?
The majority of Catholics in Ireland voted for the Marriage Equality Bill and many priests and nuns
did too. Perhaps you are out of touch with your laity and with the majority of Australians.
I remain yours sincerely

Pandit Ram Sivan (Public Relations Officer)

